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REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT

To the Trustees and Overseers of Bowdoin College:

I have the honor to submit the following report for the

academic year 1947-1948:

I. DE MORTUIS
Dr. Henry Lincoln Johnson, of the Class of 1907, Col-

lege Physician since 1927, died suddenly at his home in

Brunswick, December 3, 1947? in his sixty-second year. Well-

trained, friendly, and human, with a wide general practice,

he came to the College from Westerly, Rhode Island, some
twenty years ago and filled the arduous and difficult post

of College Physician to the complete satisfaction of faculty,

students, and parents. He never spared himself and died

as he would have wished, in harness. Rarely has there

been a more kindly, a more lovable, a more devoted son

and servant of the College.

Frederic Willis Brown, Ph.D., Longfellow Professor of

Modern Languages, Emeritus, died at his home in Bruns-

wick, March 15, 1948, in his seventy-third year. A graduate

and Doctor of Philosophy of Harvard, he came to Bowdoin
from Clark College as professor in 1907 and taught French

and Italian here for thirty-eight years until his retirement

in 1945. In every sense of the term a gentleman and a

scholar, he maintained high academic standards both for

his classes and for himself. By his modesty, his charm, his

keen literary appreciation, and his fine and unselfish

character, he contributed much to that background of

culture and gracious living so important in every academic

community.

The undergraduate body suffered much from fatal ac-

cidents last fall. On October 24, 1947, two members of the

Class of 1949, James Nash Wyman, of Millbridge, and Ed-

ward Leo Herlihy, Jr., of Bangor, both of them fine boys,
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were killed in an automobile accident on the Portland Road,

for which no possible blame could be attached to them,

as they were returning from Biddeford during the forest

fire crisis. On November 18, 1947, Richard Everett Eames,

of the Class of 1947, of Winterport, son of Paul H. Eames,

of the Class of 1921, was killed in an airplane collision

near Sanford. All of these lads were of promise, and the

College has lost much by their untimely deaths.

II. GIFTS AND BEQUESTS

From April 1, 1947 to March 31, 1948

Gifts:

Alumni Income Fund—Contributions . . . $58,490.13

Alumni Fund—General Catalogue .... 1,700.00

Class of 1910 Fund (addition) Contributions l 5^-5°

Class of 1911 Fund—Contributions .... 25.00

Class of 1918 Fund (addition) Contributions 1 75-°°

Class of 1922 Fund (addition) Contributions 7,039.00

Class of 1924 Fund (addition) Contributions 1,790.91

Class of 1925 Fund (addition) Contributions 1,083.68

Class of 1926 Fund (addition) Contributions 153-50

Class of 1927 Fund (addition) Contributions 339-5°

Class of 1941 Fund—Contributions .... 432.05

Class of 1944 Fund (addition) Contributions 297.25

Class of 1945 Fund (addition) Contributions 77.00

Class of 1946 Fund (addition) Contributions 86.50

Class of 1947 Fund—Contributions .... 92.00

Class of 1948 Fund—Contributions .... 49-oo

Returned Scholarships Fund (addition)

Francis R. Bliss, '40 4.93

Hawthorne Prize—Robert P. T. Coffin, '15 . 40.00

Forbes Rickard Prize—Kenneth C. M. Sills, 'oi 10.00

Books—Sheldon Christian, '37 25.00

Fred Anthoensen, H'47 25.00

Sumner T. Pike, '13 1,050.85
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James E. Rhodes, 2nd, '97 50.00

Richard A. Rhodes, 2nd, '41 10.00

Music—Anonymous 10549

J. Dunlap et als 116.69

Adriel U. Bird Foundation 300.00

President's Discretion—Frederic W. Pickard,

'94 2,400.00

Anonymous 150.00

Class of 1904 Library Fund (addition)

Harry C. Saunders, '04 20.00

German Department—Special Fund . . . 116.00

Physics—Thomas R. P. Gibb, '36 ... . 50.00

Pickard Field House—Jane C. Pickard . . 50.00

Sailing Club—Contributions 115.00

Sesquicentennial Fund—Contributions . . 245,188.08

Sound System—Alumni Fund 4744
Special Work at Theta Delta Chi House-
Harvey D. Gibson, '02

, 1,300.00

Special Scholarships—Edith E. Boyer and
Charles E. Eck, '41 500.00

Chi Psi Fraternity 200.00

Farrington Scholarship (addition) Mrs. Vir-

ginia F. Small 50.00

Henry W. & Anna E. Hale Scholarship Fund
(addition) 1,000.00

Kappa Scholarship Fund (addition) Charles

S. F. Lincoln, '91 1,000.00

Leon Leighton and Margaret B. Leighton

Scholarship Fund (addition) Leon Leigh-

ton, Jr., '19 1,000.00

Henry Brewer Quinby Scholarship Fund
(addition) Mrs. G. M. Maynard .... 8,000.00

Bequests:

Hall-Mercer Scholarship Fund (addition)

Alexander G. Mercer Estate 857.22
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William T. Hall (addition) 133-73
Arthur H. Huse, '08 13,700.00

Thomas F. Quinby 3,048.46

William C. Adams, '97—Adams Memorial
Book Fund 2,000.00

William A. Moody, '82—Jennie L. Moody
Scholarship Fund 20,000.00

John H. Payne, '76—John H. Payne Scholar-

ship Fund 9,500.00

Anna S. Buck—William Buck Scholarship

Fund 750.00

$384,902.91

As the Sesquicentennial Fund is now in process of being

raised it has seemed wise to include here the money and
securities received without reference to designated gifts

which will receive due recognition when the Fund Com-
mittee is ready to make its report.

III. THE FACULTY
At Commencement 1947, Professor Manton Copeland,

of the Department of Biology, retired and was, of course,

given the title of Emeritus. During the term that he served

on the faculty from 1908 to 1947 he probably sent more
graduate students into the field of biology than any of

his colleagues in the small colleges, and several of his former

students have attained real distinction. Moreover, as a

teacher and as a working member of the faculty, he did

the daily routine work admirably and certainly strengthened

the teaching of the College. We all wish him well in his

deserved otium cum dignitate.

The following appointments were made during the year:

In the Department of Athletics, George D. Shay, Coach of

Basketball and Tennis, and Assistant Coach of Football;

Edmund L. Coombs, Assistant Coach of Football, Basket-
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ball, and Baseball. In the Department of English for the

spring trimester, John S. Sweet and Patrick F. Quinn,

Instructors. In the Department of Economics, Robert D.

Elliott, Instructor. In the Department of Government,

A. Cheever Cressy, Jr., Instructor. In the Department of

Psychology, E. Parker Johnson, Jr., Instructor. In the De-

partment of Romance Languages, Arthur P. Stabler, In-

structor.

In February, Dr. Daniel F. Hanley was appointed Col-

lege Physician. He had been Acting College Physician.

During the year I have appointed the following Teach-

ing Fellows: George M. Hooten, Jr. in English for the fall

trimester; David B. Sawyer in Biology, Carl L. Sandquist in

Chemistry, both for the year; Leonardo Crespo in Spanish,

Samuel M. Giveen in Mathematics, and Lewis P. Fickett,

Jr. in Government, all for the spring trimester.

For the spring trimester, Dr. James W. Tupper, Profes-

sor Emeritus of English at Lafayette College, was appointed

Visiting Professor of English on the Tallman Foundation.

His wisdom, reputation, and experience have brought

added lustre to the long list of distinguished lecturers we
have had on that Foundation. He gave two public lectures,

The Strong Man as Hero and The Poet as Critic.

For next year, we are fortunate in having a scholar from
across the seas; Dr. E. Estyn Evans, of Queens University,

Belfast, Ireland, will give a course in the allied fields of

anthropology and geography.

As a matter of record I regret to add that Assistant Pro-

fessor Brumbaugh has been on sick leave since the first

of January. We sincerely hope that he will be able to

resume his duties in the summer. His conferences have been
given in part by Mr. Leue and in part by Professor Rus-

sell.

The following new titles were given: Myrtle C. Smith,

Assistant to the Bursar; Helen B. Johnson, Registrar.
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Hubert S. Shaw was appointed Assistant Director of Ad-

missions last September.

At a meeting of the Executive Committee, September 20,

1947, Mr. Stanton Smith was appointed Acting College

Forester and has already submitted a most valuable report

on the condition of the trees on the campus and on other

College property. On May 1st, Mr. Mansfield L. Hunt, who
has been on the administrative staff for the last two years,

resigned to accept the position of Bursar at the Springfield

Division of Northeastern University. He did excellent work
in many different capacities here at Bowdoin, and we were

sorry to have him leave.

IV. CONTINUATION OF THE INSTITUTE
Since last May the following lecturers have been on the

program of the Institute of World Politics and Organiza-

tion:

December 5, 1947

William A. Noyes,, Jr.

President of The American Chemical Society

Subject: Chemistry and World Affairs

January 17, 1948

Richard B. Scandrett, Jr.

Former member of the Allied Reparations Commission

at Moscow
Subject: Russia and World Security

January 30, 1948

Harold N. Stassen

Former Governor of Minnesota

Subject: The Current European Situation

April 13, 1948

Vera Micheles Dean
Research Director of the Foreign Policy Association

Sutyect: Our Responsibilities in World Affairs
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It was an interesting experiment to extend the lectures

over a year instead of having them concentrated in a

fortnight, and on the whole the new plan had a good deal of

merit. A word of thanks is due to Professor Daggett, who
assumed the chairmanship of the committee in February

when Professor Hormell went on sabbatical leave.

In addition to the lectures given in the Institute there

have been several addresses under the auspices of the Politi-

cal Forum and Student Union Committee. Senator Taft,

of Ohio, spoke to a large gathering of college people on

Sunday evening, March 14th, and at other times candidates

for the United States Senate from Maine and gubernatorial

aspirants spoke to the students. We believe that it is a very

fine thing to have men in public life, of varied political

opinions, speak to the undergraduates from time to time,

particularly in days like these when national and inter-

national problems are of such great importance.

V. THE YEAR JUST PASSED

The academic year 1947-48 is marked by the largest

enrollment the College has ever had; 1086 in the fall

trimester, 1036 for the present spring trimester, and 662

last summer. At the special meeting of the Boards in Febru-

ary it was decided to cut down the numbers by admitting

only 185 new students, including transfers, in the summer
and fall of 1948, 175 in the fall of 1949, and 175 in the fall

of 1950. With these limitations the total enrollment will

probably be about 1,000 in the fall of 1948, 895 in the fall

of 1949, and 750 in the fall of 1950. This gradual reduction

of numbers is in line with the policy of many other colleges

and should make the return to the numbers that we desire

proceed in an orderly and efficient manner. When, last

January, I was discussing these problems with the Exam-
ining Committee, and later at the February meeting, I

pointed out that if the Congress passed legislation enact-
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ing a Selective Service Law, or setting up Universal Military

Training, the problem might be changed overnight. While
I am writing this report we do not know what action Con-

gress will take; it is clear now that whatever happens we
cannot yet be definite concerning this very vexed problem
of enrollment. As of July 1, 1948, there will be 74 men
in College of the ages of 17 and 18; there will be 686 be-

tween the ages of 19 and 25; many of this latter group are,

of course, veterans and would presumably not be soon

called up, but making all due allowances and calculating

that one in five or six may be eligible for the draft, it is

clear that there will be a very substantial diminution in

the number of candidates for admission and very probably

not a few withdrawals from College. Under these condi-

tions it is possible that we may reach a lower enrollment,

so ardently desired by many, somewhat earlier than we
anticipated. Thus to the vexed and intricate problems of

the admissions office will be added these new factors.

It is hardly necessary to say that the College would not

wish its own convenience to be put ahead of the claims

of national defense. On the other hand, in these very un-

certain and restless days there is need of emphasizing the

importance of higher education. If in the earlier days of

World War II we urged undergraduates to stay at their

tasks in college until they were definitely called, it is still

more necessary today in peacetime that education should

not be interrupted unless absolutely necessary. At Bowdoin,

however, we have in the last seven years been so used to

having the students come and go that we can face pretty

nearly any future situation with equanimity.

During the past year the task of recruiting new members
for the faculty has been perhaps more difficult than usual.

There is very much more competition, not only from the

government but from industry, particularly in the fields

of physics, chemistry, economics, and psychology; further-

more, the great demand for college teachers has raised the
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salary scale in many institutions so that whereas before the

war one could estimate that an instructor's compensation

on the first appointment would be about one-third that

of the full professor, today one must raise that estimate to

one-half. This results in the necessary readjustment of

other scales if we wish to avoid injustice to those who
have been bearing the burden of the day in the lower

brackets. The College, of course, is always glad when men
on its faculty receive recognition from other institutions.

During the past year several members of the faculty have

received offers from other colleges, and some of the younger

men have gained recognition for their scholarship, in-

cluding Dr. David Hecht, who has received a very dis-

tinguished fellowship from Stanford University, and Mr.

Henry Butzel, Jr., who has recently been awarded a

graduate scholarship from Dartmouth College to carry

on work in genetics at the University of Indiana. Next
year Professor Athern P. Daggett is to be on leave in order

to fill a temporary post at Brown University in Internation-

al Law; Professor Henry Russell has also been asked to

accept for one year a position as Visiting Associate Profes-

sor of Religion at Columbia University; and Professor

Myron Jeppesen has been invited to be Visiting Professor

of Physics at Stanford University.

In discussing the problems of the faculty I should like

to call attention to one point that needs consideration, not

only at Bowdoin but at other institutions of learning. The
modern college is expected to render so many services

unheard of in earlier days, such as the work that is carried

on in the alumni office, the placement bureau, and what-

ever is done in public relations, that too often the teacher

becomes a forgotten man. I am perfectly aware that it is

necessary to emphasize the importance of administration

and all that goes with it; but it seems to me that the ad-

ministrative officers should be regarded as men who make
the task of teaching easier and more desirable for the
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teachers, and who fulfill many of the public aspects of the

college. Whenever I see on a college campus the administra-

tive building occupying too much space, I wonder a little

about the teaching being done at that college. It must
never be forgotten that the college in actuality consists of

those who teach and of those who are taught, and that the

only way to improve a college is to improve the quality

of the teaching and the quality of the students.

So far as the activities of the undergraduates outside of

the classroom are concerned, one must first of all mention
the splendid service rendered during the disastrous forest

fires in October. For almost two weeks the undergraduates

were constantly on call. It is highly to their credit that they

themselves perfected an organization that made it possible

to send at all times of day and night bus loads of students

to fight fires in the vicinity of Brunswick, Bowdoin, Rich-

mond, Hollis, Brownfield and the other areas in York
County, where the fires were disastrous. The students re-

ceived commendation for their efforts from the Governor
of the State, from other authorities in Augusta, and from
many town officials. Although the work they did undoubt-

edly interfered somewhat with their studies, it was of real

value to them in emphasizing that the call of the com-

munity should always meet with a lively response from

college men. Incidently, it is not at all impossible that

practical lessons gained on the field may be of use in the

future whenever any of the men who have had such ex-

perience may be called upon to combat forest fires.

VI. THE SESQUICENTENNIAL FUND
So much material has been sent out from the Portland

office to members and friends of the College, in regard

to the activities of the campaign, that I wish only to com-

ment briefly, and largely for historical purposes, on the

situation as it exists at the present time. We all know that

the finish is the win or lose of the race and that in these
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days, when so many excellent institutions are appealing for

support from the public, it will be a difficult task indeed

to raise the full amount. Nevertheless, a good beginning

makes a good ending, and the fund has got off to a most

excellent start. The very generous support given by the

Governing Boards, the Faculty, the Undergraduates, and by

kindred organizations such as the Bowdoin Fathers Associa-

tion, the Society of Bowdoin Women, and the Bowdoin
Wives Association, all indicate that when we go to the

alumni in general and then to the friends of the College

we can at least demonstrate the hope that God will help

those who help themselves. We have been particularly

fortunate in the services given by Mr. Harvey D. Gibson as

honorary chairman of the fund, who, from his wide ex-

perience in many national campaigns, has known how an
organization should be set up; and we are all grateful to

Major General Wallace C. Philoon for the energy and
intelligence he is showing; and to Mr. Harry L. Palmer,

who, like the General, is giving so much of his time on a

volunteer basis. We are also equally grateful to scores of

Bowdoin men in all parts of the country who are devoting

themselves to the canvass.

In connection with the fund and with the future build-

ing program of the College it is a pleasure to record that

the town of Brunswick, at its annual meeting, March 6,

1948, without one dissenting vote, gave permission to the

College to close Harpswell Street from Bath to College

Streets and to build a new road extending Federal Street

to College Street through the eastern part of the Delta.

The result of this will be to recover for the College that

portion of the grounds now occupied by Harpswell Street

and so to increase and unify the campus. Much of the

credit for this admirable undertaking belongs to the Com-
mittee on Grounds and Buildings, and in particular to

Professor Morgan B. Cushing, who was the original and
persistent promoter of the plan, and to the special com-
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mittee appointed last June, consisting of Mr. Philip Dana,
Treasurer of the College, Chairman, Messrs. Niven, Bax-

ter, and Burpee, of the Board of Overseers, and the Bursar.

Much help was also given by the Counsel of the College,

Hon. Edward W. Wheeler.

VII. SOME PROBLEMS OF ADMISSION
Every year, as I have already indicated, the problems of

admission grow more and more complicated and more
acute. Whoever is in charge of that office has the most

difficult task in college administration. In many ways Bow-
doin is frankly a family college. We have always encour-

aged our graduates to send their sons to Bowdoin in the

fall. For the past ten years about one-sixth of each entering

class was composed of such sons. Other things being equal,

candidates who are relatives of Bowdoin men, meeting the

usual requirements, are given a certain priority. But when
the number of admissions is drastically limited, and when
the percentage of Bowdoin sons applying is much larger

than the quota of one-sixth, the problem becomes acute.

We all want to have the family tradition continued, but we
must find room also for boys who will begin the Bowdoin
line. Here, as in so many other instances, the alumni must
show patience and understanding.

In last fall's enrollment of 1070 (1083 with 13 students

from foreign countries, who are considered extra quota)

377 were from Maine, 369 from Massachusetts, and 98 from

the other New England states, while 226 were from 20

different states outside of New England. Now Bowdoin is

certainly a New England college in tradition, in location,

and in constituency; but many believe it would be highly

desirable to increase the percentage of students from out-

side New England, many of whom are, of course, Bowdoin
sons, to at least one-third of the student body. Some steps

in this direction have already been taken; the Assistant

Director of Admissions and the President of the College
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have visited several important schools in the Middle West,

and it is planned to give outstanding boys from territory

beyond New England a certain priority. But here again

the problem bristles with difficulty. In addition to the task

of dealing with 1200 applicants for 185 places, as set by the

Governing Boards last February for freshmen and transfers,

the admissions office must also contend with what may prove

to be a very disastrous curtailment of applicants and men
in college through legislation concerning military service

now before the Congress. If the Selective Service Law, as

proposed, goes into effect this summer, probably at least

one-sixth of the non-veteran student body will be drafted.

If this is followed next year by an extension of the plan or

by Universal Military Training, it is my prediction that

most of our colleges will be forced radically to alter their

calendars and very likely to adopt the four-quarter plan

now in vogue in a few universities. At Bowdoin we shall,

of course, cross our bridges as we come to them. But those

graduates, faculty members, and students, who look to a re-

turn to the old four-year semester system, are destined to

disappointment unless the international situation brightens.

VIII. SOME EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS
Not long ago a colleague of mine told me that a professor

in another institution studying the catalogues of different

colleges for the purpose of choosing a college for his son,

after studying the curricular requirements here at Bowdoin,
wrote: "A good architect must have been at work on your
course of study over a long period of years." That architect

has been the college faculty, and although its work has been
neither revolutionary nor sensational nor newsworthy it

has been sound. Several minor changes of a rather techni-

cal nature have been recently put into effect, designed to

give more flexibility to group and language requirements.

The courses in freshman and sophomore years follow the

so-called general education pattern. With the class gradu-
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ating in 1952 we plan to restore with some improvement, we
trust, the system of major examinations that had to be sus-

pended during the period of increased enrollment. For

some time the faculty wrestled with the problem of insti-

tuting some kind of a general course, like that of "Great

Issues" at Dartmouth. The conclusion was reached some-

what reluctantly that with the classes as large as they now
are, and with men still coming from the service and going

into it, we could not give such a course as well as it should

be given, apart altogether from a difference in educational

philosophy involving the attitude to be taken toward any

kind of a survey course. But the time and discussion were

by no means wasted, and there was general agreement that

in every course more of an effort should be made to inter-

pret the present in the light of the past, and to emphasize

the importance of preserving all that is good in Western

civilization and culture. Whether or not history repeats

itself is more of a practical than an academic question. It

is clear that each generation has to solve age-old problems,

but each must do so in its own way and with all the in-

telligence it can command. In our present anxiety, fear,

and restlessness we need the reassurance and serenity that

come from spiritual communion with the best in the past to

enable us to face the future. Incidentally, it is a curious

fact that so many, who call themselves liberal and are im-

pressed with the necessity of tolerance toward peoples of

different races and backgrounds, are liable to be far from

broadminded if they are asked to interpret the lessons of

the Graeco-Roman world or of the Middle Ages. Yet still

stands the offer of the College in the words of our great

leader — "To be at home in all lands and all ages."

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth C. M. Sills

May 14, 1948
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APPENDIX A
Report of the College Physician

To the President of Bowdoin College:

The Dudley Coe Infirmary has had another busy year.

In the past year we have had 216 bed patients for a total

of 840 patient days. There have been no severe epidemics

and no fatal cases. The out-patient department has been

busier than usual, averaging 44 patients per day.

The tuberculosis survey has been continued, with 204

chest X-rays being taken. Immunization against the com-

mon upper respiratory infections was given on a voluntary

basis to 322 students.

New equipment has enabled us to carry out more lab-

oratory procedures than ever before.

Respectfully submitted,

Daniel F. Hanley, M.D., College Physician

APPENDIX B

Sunday Chapel Speakers

*947

Oct. 5—The President of the College

Oct. 12—Rev. Wallace W. Anderson, D.D., State Street

Congregational Church, Portland

Oct. 19—William G. Saltonstall, A.M., Principal, Phillips

Exeter Academy, Exeter, New Hampshire

Oct. 26—Julius Seelye Bixler, LL.D., President, Colby

College

Nov. 2—Harry Trust, D.D., President, Bangor Theologi-

cal Seminary

Nov. 9—Rev. Joseph O. Purdue, Winter Street Congrega-

tional Church, Bath
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Nov. 16-Rev. Frederick M. Meek, D.D., Old South

Church, Boston, Massachusetts

Nov. 23— Rev. Harry B. Scholefield, of the Class of 1936

Dec. 7—Rev. William W. Patton, D.D., Associate Direc-

tor, Near East College Association

Dec. 14—The President of the College. Memorial service

for Dr. Henry Lincoln Johnson, College Physi-

cian

1948

Jan. 11—Canon Russell Hubbard, St. Saviour's Church,

Bar Harbor

Jan. 18—Rev. Alexander Winston, First Parish (Unitar-

ian) Church, Portland

Feb. 15—Rev. Roger Hazleton, Andover-Newton Theo-
logical Seminary, Newton Centre, Massachusetts

Feb. 29—Joseph F. Fletcher, S.T.D., Episcopal Theologi-

cal School, Cambridge, Massachusetts

Mar. 7—Rabbi Abraham I. Jacobson, Temple Emanuel,

Haverhill, Massachusetts

Mar. 14—Rev. Alfred W. Stone, of the Class of 1910

Apr. 4—The President of the College

Apr. 11—Rev. John P. Fitzsimmons, Plymouth Congre-

gational Church, Belmont, Massachusetts

Apr. 18—Richard I. McKinney, Ph.D., President, Storer

College, Harper's Ferry, West Virginia

Apr. 25—Rev. Frederick H. Thompson, D.D., Woodfords
Congregational Church, Portland

May 2—Harrison M. Davis, Jr., A.M., President, Nasson

College, Springvale

May 9—Rev. John C. Schroeder, D.D., Master of Cal-

houn College, Yale University

May 16—Rev. George L. Cadigan, Grace Church, Salem,

Massachusetts
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APPENDIX C
Religious Preference

Spring Trimester

1948

Congregational 289

Episcopal 200

Catholic 173

Methodist 66

Presbyterian 65

Baptist 56

Jewish 41

Unitarian 41

Christian Science 17

Universalist 16

Lutheran 11

Greek Orthodox 10

Christian 6

Friends 6

Dutch Reformed 3

Federated 2

Advent

Coptic Orthodox

Kingdom

Moslem

Russian Orthodox

Union Church

United Church

United Parish

No preference 26

1036
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OTHER REPORTS

I. Report of the Dean.

II. Report of the Librarian.

III. Report of the Director of the Museum of Fine Arts.



REPORT OF THE DEAN

To the President of Bowdoin College:

During the year that has passed since my last report the

College has been at its all-time peak in terms of the num-
ber of students in residence. Hardly had the summer ses-

sion of 1947 with its enrollment of about 700 terminated,

before the College reopened for the fall term with a regis-

tration just short of 1100 students. This figure was reduced

somewhat by the time of the opening of the spring term in

February, 1948, but well over 1000 men remained. Many
problems have been created and all problems have been

aggravated by this basic fact of the excessive and unwieldy

size of the College, which is out of proportion to its physical

equipment and to its teaching and administrative resources.

However, under the double strain of continuous operation

and' swollen numbers, the College has succeeded in doing a

job that cannot be considered ideal but can be deemed
reasonably successful under the circumstances.

At the present time it is impossible to estimate accurately

the size of the College in the next few years. The plan of

the Governing Boards calls for gradual reduction to a fig-

ure of 750 by the fall of 1950, but pending legislation may
upset plans or at least the methods by which they were to

be accomplished. Thus, instead of limiting the size of the

entering classes, as contemplated by the Boards, it may be

expedient to increase the number of those admitted to the

College, and even then it is not impossible that the size of

the College will diminish more rapidly than expected.

The student body during the past year has reflected a

state of transition. About two-thirds of the men were vet-

erans, but the older group of men with long periods of ac-

tual war service is diminishing through the operation of the

accelerated program. These men, as I pointed out in last

year's report, were extremely able and desirable students,
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and the College regrets their departure as well as that of

their wives. Soon the remaining veterans will be predom-
inantly men who spent eighteen months or less in the serv-

ice, and who are not so widely separated in age from the

younger group, increasingly large, which entered directly

from the schools and has not yet experienced military serv-

ice. In many respects, therefore, the character of the stu-

dent body is becoming more like that of normal times.

The academic work of the past year, especially as meas-

ured by marks, has not been up to the level of the year or

two previous, and an unusually large number of men were
dropped at midyear for deficiency in scholarship. This may
be partly because the motivation of the younger group of

men is not so strong as that of the older group of veterans

who were so intent on completing their interrupted educa-

tion and so many of whom were engaged in such vigorous

competition for places in the graduate schools. It also seems

clear that the faculty have consciously or unconsciously

worked toward the restoration of earlier standards in

courses, somewhat lowered during the war-time period.

This is all to the good, though it is very unfortunate that

the major system cannot be reestablished in full operation

for any class earlier than that entering College this coming
fall. The major system is a real necessity for integrating

and giving substance and direction to the course work, but

it cannot well be combined with the maintenance of the

accelerated program. Until the major system is restored,

a Bowdoin education and degree will not mean all that they

should.

Undoubtedly the size of the College has somewhat weak-

ened the relations between the students, on the one hand,

and the faculty and administration, on the other. This has

been very apparent to the Dean. Many students not only

do not know their teachers well, but often they do not even

know each other. Classes are too large, and students do

not always get the individual attention a small college
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boasts of giving. As far as the Dean's Office is concerned,

unless the administrative staff is to be increased (for ex-

ample by the appointment of a Freshman Dean) , it is

necessary to rely more than ever upon the help of faculty

members in administrative work. This involves decentral-

ization, and to a certain extent this has been accomplished.

Thus, the task of advising students concerning registra-

tion and course selection has been taken over to a large

extent by the Recording Committee with the addition of

other faculty members especially familiar with the require-

ments. This has proved very successful. Similarly, the im-

portance and the burden of the work performed by the

fraternity and other advisers have increased. In this connec-

tion it is very unfortunate that changes in the faculty, perm-

anent or temporary, have resulted in too frequent changes

of fraternity advisers, and some houses are suffering some-

what from this lack of continuity. Fraternity problems

due to excessive size are already sufficiently great.

Although occasional and familiar complaints are heard

regarding the lack of College spirit, student activities have,

in my opinion, been very vigorous and varied, and the stu-

dents, either collectively or in groups, have made a record

of successful accomplishment in many fields. Several of

the athletic teams have been very successful, although the

accelerated program is particularly detrimental in this field

because men seldom are in College long enough to get pro-

per training and development. The Glee Club had an un-

usually successful season and brought great credit to the

College, while the Orient capped a distinguished year with

a notable banquet in the Union, attended by many former

editors and business managers. Several affairs sponsored by

individual fraternities were unusually well-conducted and
enjoyable occasions, and it is to be desired that all of the

fraternities undertake projects of such a character as to de-

velop a constructive relationship with the College and the

community at large.
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The fall of 1947 will always be remembered as the year

of the great forest fires in Maine. The resulting situation

seriously upset the life of the College and, although every

attempt was made to make reasonable allowance, undoubt-
edly some of the students never recovered from the inter-

ruption and setback suffered at that time. The students

contributed their services on a large scale but in an informal

manner in the region surrounding Brunswick for some time

before the major crisis developed. At that point the whole
student body was organized for fire-fighting purposes. This

organization was based on the fraternities and dormitories

and was directed by a group of students appointed by the

Student Council with headquarters in the Union. The
organization was on a twenty-four hour basis and attempted

to distribute equally the demands upon the time of the

student body, since College remained in session. In re-

sponse to requests from the State, this student organization,

working in conjunction with the Brunswick branch of the

University of Maine, for some time supplied regular shifts

ranging up to 150-man groups for fire-fighting at varying

distances from the College. These groups were completely

organized and directed by members of the student organiza-

tion, and the work was entirely voluntary although the

State paid the costs of transportation. In addition, the stu-

dent organization maintained a patrol of the College pro-

perty and handled any local requests for aid.

Another student accomplishment was the very successful

conduct of the campaign for contributions to the Sesqui-

centennial Fund. This resulted in a contribution much
larger than the quota and the participation of nearly 100%
of the student body.

The Student Council has been extremely active and has

sponsored an unusual project as a result of which the Col-

lege has had more than a dozen foreign students in resi-

dence, with the College offering free tuition and fraterni-

ties supplying room and board. This student-originated
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plan has received regional and even national recognition

and has been a conspicuous success. Along the same general

line, the students have been more interested and active in

national and international organizations and activities than

ever before.

It would not be proper to omit mention of the very vig-

orous Bowdoin Wives Association which has performed

many services under able leadership during the past year.

They have published an entertaining and informing paper

which has kept the group in touch with College activities,

and they have set up many volunteer services covering such

fields as job-placement and baby-sitter services. They have

also sponsored social activities for their own group and for

the college community at large, and have participated ac-

tively in the fund-raising campaign. The College is indeed

sorry to see the numbers of this group decline.

The fraternities have been in many ways handicapped

socially, though aided financially, by their swollen size, and
consequently what might be termed the social problems of

the College have been accentuated. From the point of view

of maintenance of College discipline, there has been no
major difficulty, and on the whole the leadership in the fra-

ternity houses has been effective and cooperative. Bowdoin
is traditionally a college of few rules and regulations. In

a time of overcrowding, swarms of automobiles, and rather

lax social customs, the question repeatedly arises as to how
much control the College should attempt to exercise, and
many people are of the opinion that the College should

follow a policy of somewhat more specific regulation and
laying down of rules than it has followed in the past. I am
of the opinion that the President might well appoint a

committee to make recommendations to the faculty con-

cerning College responsibility in connection with the social

life and activities of the students. Undoubtedly this gen-

eral field is the one in which it is most difficult to formu-

late clear principles which meet general agreement.
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In closing this report I feel confident in saying that re-

cent graduates have been very successful not only in gain-

ing entrance to graduate schools but in pursuing their work
there, and that they have impressed very favorably the

many representatives of business firms who have come to

the College through the cooperation of the Placement

Director to interview seniors. I have every reason to believe,

therefore, that the College will continue to get good men
and to give them a good training.

/. Enrollment

Total number of students enrolled Summer Trimester,

1947 783

Students enrolled September 29, 1947 1086

(October 7, 1946 966)

Students enrolled December 1, 1947 1071

(December 1, 1946 948)

Left between September 29 and December 1 15

Students enrolled April 1, 1948 1028

Left between December 1 and April 1 123

Students readmitted February 1948 31

New students admitted February 1948 49

Students who left during the Fall Trimester returning

February 9

//. Geographical Distribution

1947-48

Entered Entered

September '47 February '48

Maine 81 19

Massachusetts 7 2 l8

New York 17 3

Pennsylvania 14 1
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Connecticut

New Jersey

District of Columbia
Ohio
Maryland
Vermont
California

Illinois

Michigan
Minnesota

Rhode Island

Texas
Greece

Austria

Brazil

China
Czechoslovakia

Denmark
Egypt

Finland

France

Venezuela

1 3

9 2

5 1

5

2

2

234 48

III. Enrollment in Courses 1947-1948

October 15, 1947 April 1, 1948

Art 1, 2 76 43
Art 5, 6 36 47
Art 7, 8 15 44
Astronomy 1, 2 44 30
Biology 1, 2 90 80

Biology 3A 35
Biology 7, 8 3 1

Biology 9 22
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Biology 12 24
Biology 15 22

Chemistry 1, 1 109 19

Chemistry 2 120

Chemistry 3, 4 31 20

Chemistry 5, 6 6 2

Chemistry 7, 8 43 36
Chemistry 10 19

Chemistry 12 3
Chemistry 13 7
Comp. Literature 1, 2 154 142

Economics 1, 2 181 180

Economics 3, 4 41 53
Economics 5, 6 60 27

Economics 7A 29
Economics 9, 10 64 73
Economics 11, 12 55 45
Economics 13 15

Economics 15 71

Education 1, 2 155 180

Education 5, 4 35 35
English D 11 17

English 1, 1 195 22

English 2 216

English 4, 4 187 34
English 5, 6 66 75
English 7, 8 \ 46 29
English 11, 12 103 96
English 13, 14 65 49
English 15 24
English 18 22

English 25, 26 170 161

English 27, 28 55 69
English 29, 30 9 11

French 1, 2 97 88

French 3, 4 153 145
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French 5, 6 41 33
French 9, 10 12 14

French 11, 12 7 8

French 15, 16 13 8

German 1, 2 142 131

German 3, 4 105 86

German 5, 6 13 13

German 11, 12 13 17

German 13, 14 8 7

Government 1, 1 125 56

Government 2 133

Government 3 14

Government 5 95
Government 7, 8 35 26

Government 9, 10 40 75
Government 11, 12 14 12

Government 15 51

Government 100, 100 1 1

Greek 1, 2 12 12

Greek 3, 4 12 6

Greek 7 2

Greek 12 2

Greek 18 43
History 1, 2 75 88

History 5, 6 58 90
History 7, 8 44 47
History 11, 12 73 59
History 13, 14 31 35
History 15 2 2

History 17, 18 47 57
History 23 10

Hygiene 143
Italian 1, 2 13 g
Latin 1, 2 9 8

Latin 3, 4 24 20

Latin 5, 6 9 10
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Latin 7 4
Latin 10 4
Mathematics 1, 1 70 13

Mathematics 11, 11 122 83

Mathematics 12, 12 23 63
Mathematics 14 63
Mathematics 21, 22 63 42
Mathematics 23 31

Mathematics 31, 32 15 14

Mathematics 36 8

Mathematics 41, 42 8 9
Music 1, 2 37 26

Music 3, 4 11 7
Music 7, 8 5 4
Music 11, 12 8 13

Philosophy 1, 2 92 110

Philosophy 4C 21

Philosophy 5 23

Philosophy 9 38

Philosophy 12 15

Physics 1, 2 54 53
Physics 3, 4 33 23
Physics 5, 6 7 9
Physics 11, 12 3 1

Psychology 1, 2 178 180

Psychology 3, 4 47 39
Psychology 5, 6 7 6

Psychology 8 12

Psychology 9, 10 23 12

Religion 2 16

Religion 3, 4 17 40
Religion 5 8

Russian 1, 2 13 9
Sociology 1 167

Sociology 2, 2 16 149

Sociology 3 26
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Sociology 4 8

Sociology 6 10

Sociology 7 33
Spanish 1, 2 37 31

Spanish 3, 4 23 15

Spanish 5 8

IV. Fraternity Membership, April, 1948

Zeta Psi 101

Delta Upsilon 95
Sigma Nu 93
Alpha Delta Phi 84

Delta Kappa Epsilon 83

Theta Delta Chi 78
Psi Upsilon 75
Beta Theta Pi 73
Chi Psi 71

Kappa Sigma 67

Alpha Tau Omega 64
Alpha Rho Upsilon 44

V. Fraternity Scholastic Standings for the Award of the

Student Council Cup, 1948

Alpha Rho Upsilon 2.305

Alpha Tau Omega 2.199

Independents 2.062

Chi Psi 2.013

Beta Theta Pi 2.000

Kappa Sigma 1.980

Zeta Psi i-97°

Delta Upsilon 1903
Sigma Nu 1-833

Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.774

Alpha Delta Phi 1.755

Theta Delta Chi 1.743

Psi Upsilon 1-655



32 Bowdoin College

VI. Peucinian Cup

February, 1948

Chi Psi 2.125

Beta Theta Pi 1.955

Alpha Tau Omega 1-904

Theta Delta Chi 1.813

Psi Upsilon 1.770

Alpha Rho Upsilon l -1b°

Zeta Psi i-54°

Alpha Delta Phi 1-392

Sigma Nu 1 -^S
Delta Upsilon x -325

Kappa Sigma 1 -i3°

Delta Kappa Epsilon 1.000

The award of the Peucinian Cup, which was discontinued

during the War, has been resumed this year. This cup is

donated by the Fraternity Alumni and is given each Febru-

ary and June to that fraternity whose freshman delegation

has the highest average rank on the basis of all mid-year

and final grades recorded in the dean's office. When twenty

semester awards have been made, the cup will become the

permanent possession of that fraternity which has won it

the greatest number of times.

Respectfully submitted,

Nathaniel C. Kendrick, Dean



REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN

To the President of Bowdoin College:

In accordance with the laws of the College, I present

a report on the condition and progress of the College

Library for the period from April 1, 1947 to March 31, 1948.

SIZE AND GROWTH
The number of volumes in the Library is estimated to

be 216,308, including 1,210 films.

Accessions

1946-47 ! 945-46 1944-45 1943-44 1942-43

By purchase 2,839 2,398 1,597 2,658 2,746

By gift 1,968 1,273 1,547 1,626 1,193

4,807 3,671 3,144 4,284 3,939

NEW FUNDS
The sum of $2,000 was bequeathed by Mr. William

Cushing Adams, of the Class of 1897, to establish the

"Adams Memorial Book Fund" in memory of Jonathan
Edwards Adams, D.D., of the Class of 1853; Frederic Wins-

low Adams, of the Class of 1889; William Cushing Adams,
of the Class of 1897; and Stanley Baker Adams, of the

Class of 1920. The income from this fund is to be used for

the purchase of the "best books on biography and immortal-

ity."

Professor William Edward Lunt, an Overseer, and a

member of the Class of 1904, and Mrs. Lunt have given

the sum of $1,500 in memory of their son, Robert Henry
Lunt, of the Class of 1942, the income to be used for the

purchase of books in the field of international relations.
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GIFTS

During the past year the Library has received the fol-

lowing gifts:

From Mr. Frederick William Anthoensen (A.M., Bow-
doin, 1947) and the Reverend Sheldon Christian, of the

Class of 1937, the sum of $25 each for the purchase of books

on the subject of printing and typography. Mr. Anthoensen
also gave a portfolio of original title pages and text pages

from books of the fifteenth to eighteenth centuries, and
during the year added many volumes to the Anthoensen

Collection.

From Mrs. Alice H. Staples, of Brunswick, a photograph

album of the Class of 1894.

From Mr. Charles Drummond, of Rumford, Maine, a

copy of the Acts and Laws Passed by the General Court of

Massachusetts from May 28 to June 26, 1794. Contained in

this collection are the act incorporating the College and
an act incorporating a number of the inhabitants of Bruns-

wick, Harpswell, and Bath into a distinct and separate

Religious Society.

From Professor M. Phillips Mason a nearly complete set

of Kantstudien in forty-two volumes.

From Mr. E. Parmalee Prentice, of New York, an English

translation of the works of Voltaire in twenty-two volumes,

a bound file of the New York Herald from July, 1855 to

December, 1868, a set of the Journal of the Royal Agricul-

tural Society from 1839 to 1920, and a set of Supreme
Court Reports from 1790 to 1900.

From Mr. Richard Ayer Rhodes, 2nd, of the Class of

1944, $10 for the purchase of books in mathematics or the

physical sciences.

From Mr. John William Frost, an Overseer, and a mem-
ber of the Class of 1904, a copy of History and Bibliography

of American Newspapers, by Brigham.
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From the family of the late Albert Trowbridge Gould,

of the Class of 1908, the ship's clock from the Peary.

From Mr. Vance Nye Bourjaily, of the Class of 1944,

the original draft and the manuscript of his first novel, The
End of My Life.

From Mrs. Henry Johnson, of Brunswick, a three-volume

set of The Sailing Ships of New England, by Robinson and

Dow, to be added to the Anthoensen Collection, in memory
of her daughter, Anne Louise Robinson.

From Mr. John Coleman Pickard, of the Class of 1922,

fourteen French books.

From Mr. Charles Francis Adams, of the Class of 1912,

a copy of the prose works of Giosue Carducci.

From Mr. Sumner Tucker Pike, an Overseer, and a mem-
ber of the Class of 1913, a set of the reprint edition of the

British Museum Catalogue.

From the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, of

Boston, Mass., 565 volumes from the library of Governor

James Bowdoin. These books remain the property of the

Academy and are here on indefinite loan.

From Mr. Edward Carleton Moran, Jr., of the Class of

1917, a collection of books and pamphlets on municipal

and state government.

From the estate of Miss Mabel S. Davies, of Portland,

Maine, about forty volumes on various subjects.

From Mr. John Thomas Gould, of the Class of 1931,

the manuscript and corrected galley proof of his book, The
House That Jacob Built.

From Mr. Amos Towle Leavitt, Jr., of the Class of 1929,

the kedge anchor from Captain Robert Bartlett's ship

Morrissey.

From Professor William Witherle Lawrence, a Trustee,

and a member of the Class of 1898, a copy of John Keats, a

Critical Essay, by Robert Bridges. This copy was presented
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by the author to Professor Brander Matthews and by him
to Professor Lawrence.

From Mrs. Louisa Parker, of Portland, Maine, forty-three

volumes chiefly of French literature, in memory of her

brother, Reginald Rusden Goodell, of the Class of 1893.

From Mrs. Mary W. Safford, of Boston, Mass., a set of

the Proceedings of the United States Naval Institute from

1928 to 1948, in memory of her husband, Dr. M. Victor

Safford, of the Medical Class of 1893.

From Mr. James Edward Rhodes, 2nd, of the Class of

J 8g7, $50 for the purchase of books in the field of American
government, in memory of his aunt, Abbie Rhodes Hall.

CIRCULATION
For Academic Year

1946-47 1945-46 1944-45 1943-44 1942-43
Lent, outside 19,809 12,911 9,990 9,611 11,274

Lent, closed reserve .... 28,835 13,066 4,293 6,866 13,640

48,644 25,977 14*283 16,477 24,914

FINANCIAL STATEMENT
Receipts for Academic Year

1946-47 1945-46 1944-45 1943-44 1942-43
Appropriations, general . $28,940 $17,168 $13,780 $17,586 $20,787

Student assistants . . . 2,986 1,475 1419 929 1,829

Endowment funds .... 8,988 9,051 9,827 9,560 9,467
Gifts, etc 1,751 1,090 568 753 1,224

$42,665 $28,784 $25,594 $28,828 $33,307

Expenditures for Academic Year

Books $ 8,564 $ 5,747 $ 4,078 $ 5,640 $ 8,019

2,993 2436 2,412 1,768 1,611

1,716 1,340 1,340 994 1,230

[13*273] [9»523] [7>83<>] [8,402] [10,860]

20,078 13,370 12,014 15,561 16,149

2,986 1,475

2,638 1,698

1,321 879
1,121 890
1,248 949

Periodicals . . .

Binding ....
Increase of Library

Salaries, regular staff

Student assistants

Janitor service .

New equipment
Repairs ....
Other expenses . .

1419 929 1*829

1*592 i*594 1,300

356 i*5°3 i*i44

1*579 316 1,186

804 523 839

$42,665 $28,784 $25,594 $28,828 $33,307
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ENDOWMENT FUNDS

I add a table of the Endowment Funds of the Library

in order that the various funds and their donors may be

recorded.

Name of Fund Established by

Achorn Edgar O. Achorn
The annual balance from the Achorn Flag Fund.

Adams
John Appleton
Samuel H. Ayer
Bond
Bowdoin
Philip H. Brown
Chapman Memorial
Class of 1875
Class of 1877
Class of 1882

Class of 1888

Class of 1890
Class of 1901

Class of 1904
Cutler
Darlington

James Drummond
Henry Crosby Emery Class of 1899

William C. Adams
Frederick H. Appleton .

Athenaean Society .

Elias Bond ....
George S. Bowdoin . .

John C. Brown .

Frederic H. Gerrish .

Class of 1875 ....
Class of 1877 ....
Class of 1882 .

Class of 1888 .

Class of 1890....
Class of 1901 ....
Class of 1904....
John L. Cutler .

Mrs. Sibyl H. Darlington .

Mrs. Drummond and daughter

Francis Fessenden
Fiske

Melville W. Fuller

General fund
Gould
Hakluyt
Louis C. Hatch

John Hubbard
John Orr Fiske .

Mrs. Hugh C. Wallace .

Several persons
Albert T. Gould .

Robert Waterston .

Louis C. Hatch
$100 annually from the estate of Louis C. Hatch.

Samuel W. Hatch
Charles T. Hawes
Holbrook
Hubbard
Thomas Hubbard
Lufkin
Robert H. Lunt
Frank J. Lynde
William Curtis
Merryman

Morse
Alpheus S. Packard
William A. Packard

Miss Laura A. Hatch .

Mrs. Hawes ....
George A. Holbrook .

Thomas H. Hubbard .

His sisters and brother
Solon B. Lufkin .

Mr. and Mrs. William E. Lunt
George S. Lynde .

Mrs. Merryman .

Edward S. Morse .

Sale of Publications
William A. Packard

Amount

2,000

10,053

1,020

7,220

1,041

2,040

7,006

1,663

1,033

2,346
1,210

1,020

727
1,605

1,020

1,000

3^45
2,000

10,000

1,020

25,000

2,473
1,000

1,100

1,000

2,500

2,000

106,268

3>307

500
1,500

1,487

1,000

1,000

500
5,000
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Patten

Lewis Pierce

Sherman
Sibley

Stanwood
Walker
Williams
Wood

John Patten . 500
Henry Hill Pierce 32,009
Mrs. John C. Dodge . 2,209

Jonathan L. Sibley 7»°94
Edward Stanwood . 1,270

Joseph Walker 5»35i

His relatives and friends 500
Robert W. Wood 1,000

$263,637

MAPS
During the year eight Planfiles were purchased to house

the large collection of maps that is being given to the

Library by the Army Map Service. In January, Mansfield

Laurence Hunt began to devote a major portion of his time

to the cataloguing and filing of these maps. When Mr. Hunt
left on April 15th to accept a position elsewhere, he had
catalogued about 5,000 maps. At the present time, due to

the pressure of other work, no member of the regular

library staff is able to continue this important work. Present

plans call for an addition to the staff of the cataloguing

department next year, and with this additional assistance

it is expected that the work of cataloguing these maps can

be resumed.

THE STAFF

From 1927 through 1942 there were three men on the

staff. At that time one left for the Service, and since the

student body was quite small the two remaining were able

to handle the work. Mr. Wilder's death in 1944 left but one
man on the staff, and this condition prevailed until March,
1946 when Mr. Heintz was appointed Assistant Librarian.

The work of the Library is heavier than ever before in its

history. We are seriously handicapped by our lack of a

third man on the staff. To remedy this situation the Library

is asking for additional funds for the appointment of a

trained librarian to assume the oversight of all work con-

nected with our service to readers.
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The personnel of the Library during the past year has

been:

Kenneth James Boyer, A.B., B.L.S., Librarian.

Edward Clement Heintz, A.B., A.B.L.S., Assistant Li-

brarian.

Edith Ellen Lyon, Cataloguer.

Marjorie Wagg Frost, Assistant to the Librarian.

Pauline Dikeman Root, A.B., Assistant at the Loan Desk

(Part time)

.

Elizabeth Boswell Smith, Assistant in the Cataloguing

Department.

Mabel Swett Ellis, Assistant in the Students' Reading
Room.

Jane Hardee Nash, A.B., Assistant in the Cataloguing De-

partment and at the Reserve Desk.

Gloria Rice Bailey, Assistant at the Reserve Desk (Part

time)

.

In conclusion, I wish to thank all the members of the

staff and the Faculty Committee on the Library for their

support and cooperation.

Respectfully submitted,

Kenneth J. Boyer, Librarian
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APPENDIX

The Library, as Classified, Showing Accessions for the

Period from July i, 1946 to June 30, 1947

Divisions ,Ji, d bo § ^
5- 5 3 > 2

rt

3
C/3

3 o •- ^ r
°

Z pq O < h

Bibliography 010

Library economy 020

General encyclopaedias .... 030

General collected essays .... 040

General periodicals 050

General societies 060

Newspapers 070

Special libraries 080

Book rarities 090

Philosophy .100

Metaphysics 110

Special metaphysical topics . . .120

Mind and body . . . . ' . . .130

Philosophical systems 140

Psychology 150

Logic 160

Ethics 170

Ancient philosophers 180

Modern philosophers 190

Religion 200

Natural theology 210

Bible 220

Doctrinal theology 230

77 3° 107 2,324

11 6 17 964

5 5 936

1 1 2 56

83 3 86 10,320

4 4 281

37 1 38 2,356

366

5 320 325 537

52 43 95 996

6 2 8 114

2 1 3 109

27 94 121 864

2 1 3 83

17 128 145 1,011

2 3 5 135

5 13 18 1,109

3 2 5 247

23 22 45 969

20 10 30 2,247

2 3 5 275

14 5 *9 2,071

7 3 10 1,094
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Practical and devotional .... 240

Homiletical, pastoral, parochial . 250

Church, institutions, work . . . 260

Religious history 270

Christian churches, sects .... 280

Non-Christian religions .... 290

Sociology 300

Statistics 310

Political science 320

Political economy 330 126

Law 340 39

Administration 350

Associations, institutions .... 360

Education 370

Commerce, communication . . . 380

Customs, costumes, folk lore . . 390

Philology 400

Comparative 410

English 420

German 430

French 440

Italian 450

Spanish 460

Latin 470

Greek 480

Minor languages 490

Natural science 500

Mathematics 510

Astronomy 520

Physics 530

Chemistry 540

4

21

7

18

35

!5

87

3°

12

46

8

14

i7

5

5

4

2

2

35

5 1

8

36

30

1

1

7

4
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Geology 550 4 19 23 1,861

Paleontology 560 131

Biology 570 29 9 38 1,588

Botany 580 19 2 21 931

Zoology 590 16 8 24 2,574

Useful Arts 600 2 2 917

Medicine 610 52 24 76 5,971

Engineering 620 22 15 37 1,544

Agriculture 630 8 6 14 1,581

Domestic economy 640 112 97

Communication, commerce . . . 650 32 15 47 730

Chemical technology 660 2 10 12 337

Manufacturers 670 1 1 2 196

Mechanic trades 680 2 2 27

Building 690 2 2 45

Fine Arts 700 12 10 22 1,277

Landscape gardening 710 1 3 4 182

Architecture 720 15 6 21 544

Sculpture 730 6 23 29 408

Drawing, design, decoration . . 740 336 200

Painting 750 18
,
28 46 1,054

Engraving 760 3 4 7 169

Photography 770 2 2 107

Music . 780 60 34 94 1,166

Amusements 790 20 3 23 781

Literature 800 43 13 56 2,119

American 810 96 19 115 8,234

English 820 138 66 204 12,187

German 830 91 26 117 5,257

French 840 339 89 428 9,204

Italian . . . .- 850 5 55 60 1,615
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Spanish 860 3 17 20 671

Latin 870 729 2,326

Greek 880 13 2 15 2,758

Minor languages 890 21 6 27 487

History 900 22 8 30 2,289

Geography and description . . . 910 78 48 126 7,640

Biography . 920 131 63 194 7,312

Ancient history 930 6 7 13 1,146

Modern history, Europe .... 940 269 88 357 8,966

Asia 950 17 15 32 461

Africa 960 142

North America 970 51 16 67 6,799

South America 980 2 2 120

Oceanic and polar regions . . 990 150

Alumni collection 9 9 1,367

Maine collection 14 39 53 10,716

Students' Reading Room ... 2 19 21 1,490

U. S. Documents (serial set) . . 20 20 6,460

Films 60 1 61 1,210



REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF THE
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS

To the President of Bowdoin College:

The Director of the Museum of Fine Arts has the honor
to submit the following report for the year ending April

30, 1948:

During the past year the problems created by wartime
shortages of materials and manpower were finally overcome.

The last traces of dinginess were removed by cleaning and
painting; delayed repairs were made; the program of tem-

porary exhibitions was enlarged; and the course offerings

of the Art Department were not only restored to prewar

status, but expanded.

The physical plant of any museum must receive con-

stant attention. This is more than an obvious economy:

Amherst College, for instance, plans to erect a museum only

slightly larger than the Walker Art Gallery, which cost

about $100,000 in 1893. Today Amherst must expend on
construction a sum exceeding $1,000,000. In short, it would
cost Bowdoin College the same amount to provide a similar

building at this time. When the matter is viewed in these

terms, we can appreciate how very fortunate we are to have

a handsome and sturdy building. It is an obvious and
relatively inexpensive policy to keep it that way, and every

effort is being made to do so.

Our procedure up to now has been, first, to keep the

roof watertight, and second, gradually to improve the ap-

pearance of our display galleries by painting and other

means. Now attention must be given to the masonry on the

outside of the building, and a long-range plan to do this

has been initiated. At the same time, we should do more
than help the building hold its own. For some years there

has been an urgent need for improvement of the lighting,

which was undoubtedly very up-to-date fifty years ago,
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but no longer is. We have already made some progress in

this direction and hope to make more during the coming

twelve months.

Repairing and improving a museum is always slow work,

because expenditures must be spread over a long period

of time. It is easy to see what needs to be done; it is harder

to find the money to do it. The Administration, the Boards,

and the public have been consistently patient, helpful, and
sympathetic; and they have demanded no sudden miracles.

As a matter of fact, one can, by reviewing the past decades,

see that progress has been made. Nevertheless, the possibili-

ties for improvement are almost limitless. At Bowdoin our

problem will always be one of refinement of display of the

few choice things we have, rather than any grandiose ex-

pansion. For some years we have mentioned the need of

building more adequate cases for our fine Warren Collec-

tion of classical antiquities. This is one way in which we
can refine and greatly enhance our exhibitions; but some
unforseen need always diverts our funds. Now, at last, it

appears that the project can be undertaken.

Recently we have been able to carry the refiling of our

collection of lantern slides near to completion. This change

was started three years ago, when we first purchased modern
cases. We now have a collection of about 15,000 slides in

black and white and in full color; and an objective visiting

lecturer, Dr. Samuel M. Green, stated as his opinion that

no other small college has superior visual material. In fact,

Bowdoin's 15,000 slides compare remarkably well with

Harvard's 58,000 slides for an eighteen-man, thirty-eight

course department.

One thousand slides were made during the past year by
the Director and the Curator at an average cost of forty

cents and seventy-five cents for black and white and colored

slides respectively. Commercially made slides now cost

seventy cents and two dollars for the two types. The saving
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to us is obvious, and it justifies our investment a year ago

in equipment for the production of slides. Other advan-

tages are that we can now expand our collection at a mini-

mum cost, and we are able to make exactly the slides we
need for our particular courses, giving us greater scope,

flexibility, and exactness in teaching.

The Museum's collection of works of art has long posed

two important problems. The first is raised by works, in-

herited from the distant past, which have become liabilities

by disintegrating into "wrecks." Being technically, as well

as artistically, poor in the first place, they have long since

gone to pieces. They occupy valuable storage space and
yet are not worth the considerable expense of restoration.

The members of the New England Council of Museum
Directors have pooled their experiences in this field and
agree that any institution must use great tact, judg-

ment, and caution in disposing of works which have been

given to it. This goes without saying; and until there is a

consensus amounting to established museum policy, Bow-
doin must proceed conservatively. The staff is not yet

ready to make positive recommendations to the Boards,

but is carefully studying developments along these lines.

Healthy tradition and the Dead Hand are not the same

thing, and a policy regarding the latter must be formulated

sometime soon.

The second question is raised by the frequency of re-

quests for the loan of some of our finest pictures for tem-

porary exhibitions in other institutions. These "shows," as

they are called, fall into two groups: those using relatively

durable units, like sculpture, prints, photographs, etch-

ings, metalwork, pottery, furniture, and small paintings,

which can be shipped rather safely; and large paintings,

which can never be shipped without risk. This is not to

say that they are likely to be lost or have a foot put through

them; but their fragile nature subjects them to a bad
shaking up, so that they develop cracks which seriously
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mar their appearance. For this reason the Director long

ago criticized the shipment of large pictures to temporary

exhibitions on the ground that more concern was shown
for the "big show" than for the work of art; and at one

time we were roundly criticized for declining to lend four

of our Feke portraits to a round-robin exhibition scheduled

for three separate museums. Today, however, almost all

museums have lists of treasures which they will not lend.

The Bowdoin collection presents special features, and
we must protect our interests accordingly. Several of our

masterpieces, like the Bowdoin portraits, have a historical

as well as an artistic value to the College that cannot be

replaced. Nor is our collection of outstanding items so ex-

tensive, compared to those in a metropolitan museum, that

we can afford to have a single one of them lost, or damaged,

or away from our walls on prolonged visits.

With these arguments, pro and con, in mind, the museum
staff has decided regretfully to take an important step. In

the past we have lent generously — far more, in fact, than

we have ever borrowed. However, our first duty is to our

own collection, so we are asking the Boards to make official

a selected list of treasures which shall not be lent under any

circumstances.

The year now ending has been marked by a lively activity

in the realm of special exhibitions. It has also been made
notable by the number and value of gifts to the permanent
collections. We wish here to thank all of the donors for

their interest and generosity.

A detailed list of activities and acquisitions follows:

SPECIAL EXHIBITIONS
,

May 1 -May 31: Colonial Art in Latin America.

June 1 - June 30: "The Mediaeval Spirit," a Life

magazine exhibition.
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July 6 -August 2: "Houses—U.S.A.," a Life magazine

exhibition.

August 3 -August 31: Exhibition of the Massachusetts

Water-Color Society.

September 1 -September 30: Japanese Prints loaned by
the Robert-Lee Gallery of Newtown, Connecticut.

September 22 - October 4: Contemporary American Paint-

ings loaned by the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey.

October 5 -October 31: Photographs by Stephen E.

Merrill '35.

November 1- December 4: Oil Paintings and Water
Colors by Francis O. Libby, of Portland, Maine.

December 2 - January 5: Cartoons by Daniel Fitzpat-

rick of the St. Louis Post-Dispatch. Also Colored Wood
Blocks by Luigi Rist.

January 12 - January 31: "The Holy Land," a Life

magazine exhibition.

February 2 - March 30: Oils, Water Colors, and Wood-
cuts by F. Wenderoth Saunders, of Sheepscott, Maine.

February 9 - February 2j: "Modern Architecture in

Maine/' including designs by Eaton W. Tarbell '36, of

Bangor, Maine.

March 1 - March 31: Recent Mayan Discoveries at

Bonampak, Mexico: an exhibition loaned by the Carnegie

Institute and the United Fruit Company.

March 10 -March 31: "Emerson's New England," a

Life magazine exhibition.

April 1 -April 30: Connecticut Water-Color Society An-

nual Exhibition. Also Colored Wood Blocks by Margaret

Jordan Patterson.

In addition to the Special Exhibitions, the displays of

the Museum were enhanced by a number of long-term

loans, for which we wish to express our gratitude.
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Professor Morgan Cushing loaned two Nineteenth-cen-

tury English Water Colors during the winter.

Mr. Mark Reed, of Boothbay Harbor, Maine, again

loaned his fine collection of contemporary water colors

by Diego Rivera, Charles Burchfield, and others; these

pictures, numbering eight in all, have been on display

throughout the winter.

A number of contemporary American oil paintings have

been on extended loan from Mr. James N. Rosenberg, of

New York City.

The portrait of Elizabeth Bowdoin Winthrop by Gilbert

Stuart has remained on indefinite loan, as has the portrait

of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart.

Lady Oakes, of Nassau, B. W. I., has continued to leave

on indefinite loan a number of important Seventeenth

and Eighteenth-century European masterpieces and also

a fine collection of Sixteenth-century German woodcuts.

During the past year the Museum has loaned works

from its own collections to two sister institutions. In

February, 1948 the drawing Jael and Sisera by Poussin

(Bowdoin Collection No. 68) was loaned to the Cincinnati

Art Museum, which was having a Special Exhibition de-

voted to the work of Rubens and Poussin. In March, 1948

two drawings were loaned to the Detroit Institute of Arts

for a Special Exhibition of American drawings. These

were Cosimo III, Grand Duke of Tuscany by John Smibert

(Bowdoin Collection No. 73) and Hands, No. 2 by Henry
McFee (Ace. No. 46.5)

.

ACQUISITIONS

During the year the Museum, in addition to the color

reproductions purchased by means of the James Phinney
Baxter Fund in memory of Professor Johnson, acquired

the following items:
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1947.7 A water color Sugar House, Vermont by

Eliot Pierson Beveridge.

1947.10.1-27 Thirty-three etchings and two lithographs

1947.11 by the late Ernest Haskell, of West

1947.12 Point, Maine, were presented by Mrs.

1947.13.1-6 Ernest Haskell. Mrs. Haskell also pre-

1947.18.1-3 sented four oil studies by her late

1947.19 husband.

1947.16 A late Eighteenth-century side-chair (Amer-

ican) was given by Mrs. S. B. Luce

and Mrs. B. Noyes in memory of the

Misses Mary Sophia and Harriet Sarah

Walker, donors of the Museum, to

whom it belonged at one time.

1947.17 A Renaissance style walnut side-chair was

presented by Miss Marian Stetson, of

Newcastle, Maine, in memory of her

father, John G. Stetson, of the Class

of 1854.

1947.20-23 From the Estate of the late Miss Mabel S.

Davies the Museum received two water

colors by Mary K. Longfellow; also a

Sheraton style American walnut desk

and six early Nineteenth-century

American chairs.

1948.2-3 In addition to his generous gifts of the

previous year, Mr. James N. Rosen-

berg, of New York City, gave two oil

paintings, his own Gray Afternoon

and The Gulls by Louis Michel Eil-

shemius.

1948.4-5 Mr. Francis O. Libby, of Portland, Maine,

gave two of his own paintings: an oil

Negro Church, Charleston, and a water

color Montego Bay, Jamaica.
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1948.6 A Sixteenth-century German oak cabinet

was presented by an anonymous donor.

1948.7 A drawing of a female torso by Arturo

Dazzi was given anonymously.

1948.8 An oil painting Early Morning on the

Maine Coast by the late Mary Butler,

of Philadelphia, was given by relatives

of the artist.

1948.9-10 Mrs. Eleanor Lincoln Johnson, of Melrose

Highlands, Massachusetts, presented

two examples of her own sculpture:

Chinese Head and Head of a Javanese

Woman.

We also wish to thank Mrs. Edith Fellowes White, of

Skowhegan, Maine, for the valuable set of color prints

which she presented to the Museum; and Mrs. H. Herbert

Wheeler, of Chappaqua, New York, for a set of architectural

plates.

ATTENDANCE

Visitors to the Museum from May 1, 1947, through

April 30, 1948, numbered 5,278. This figure does not in-

clude students who passed through the Museum en route

to classes in art or groups which visited the Museum for

purposes of study.

Respectfully submitted,

Philip C. Beam, Director








